[New sources of lectins to differentiate between Trypanosoma cruzi y T. rangeli].
Extracts of 176 species of Colombian plant seeds, corresponding to 49 families and 147 genera, were tested for detecting agglutinins against human red blood cells from A+, B+ and O+ groups, dog, horse and rabbit. Extracts with haemagglutination activity were used for agglutination of Trypanosoma cruzi and T. rangeli. In addition the hemolymph of 16 native species of invertebrates were tested in the same conditions. Serial dilution of extracts were used for agglutination reactions. Both T. cruzi and T. rangeli epimastigotes showed agglutination with the extract of seven different species of plant seeds and with two types of haemolymph of invertebrates. The seeds of five plants exclusively agglutinated the epimastigotes of T. cruzi and thus can be used for the differentiation between culture forms of the trypanosomes. The secretion of the lung of a snail (Bulimus sp.) lysed entirely the epimastigotes of T. cruzi but did not affect T. rangeli forms. No extracts were found which agglutinated or lysed exclusively the epimastigotes of T. rangeli.